
Unlocking Time
Block scheduling will begin at EBHS next fall
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Next Fall’s New Normal: 
Block Scheduling

by Kelly Tang and Julianna Moises

Thirty seven minutes will make all the 

difference to students at EBHS next fall thanks 

to block scheduling. In a world without 

COVID-19, attending every class, every day, for 

42 minutes was the norm at the high school. 

While shorter 60-65 minute blocks were created 

for the 2020-21 school year to accommodate 

hybrid and virtual learning, students will return 

in the fall to approximately 80 minute blocks 

with alternating A Day and B Day classes. 

However, the permanent switch to block 

schedules has many members of the EBHS 

community both nervous and excited for yet 

another “new normal'' going forward. Many 

students believe they simply cannot sit still 

in-person for so long and still be able to focus. 

  



From the Editors-in-Chief:

-Carley and Julia, Editors-in-Chief, 
2020-21
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In the words of Dickens himself, It was the best 

of times and the worst of times when it came to 

the 2020-2021 school year. Sure, maybe a global 

pandemic, social justice movements, racial 

reckonings, once in a lifetime elections, riots, 

and swarms of Brood X cicadas sweeping the 

nation were not what Dickens was picturing 

when he wrote A Tale of Two Cities—and yet, his 

words have never rung more true. In times of 

fear and elation, unity and division, we are so 

grateful to have not only been able to cover 

some of the most pinnacle events of our 

lifetimes this year as your Editors-in-Chief of 

The Clarion, but also celebrate the art, music, 

and moments that brought us closer too 

(whether it be a Regency drama that took 

Netflix by storm or a heart wrenching ballad 

about getting your driver’s license that led many 

a teen to scream the bridge at the top of their 

lungs this January). We’re also so honored that 

you allowed us to share your voices and stories. 

From the quieter moments we all took for 

granted, sharing small holiday dinners with 

families over Zoom this winter, to dealing with 

the COVID anxiety that so many of us 

experienced over the past nine months. But 

most of all, we’re thankful to everyone who 

made The Clarion possible this year. Thank you 

so much to Mr. Hynes and Mrs. Eliades for 

allowing us to bombard them with constant 

emails, and to our staff, who worked so hard and 

diligently to help us bring stories to life with 

each issue. It’s been a year to remember, that’s 

for sure. But we’re forever thankful to have spent 

it on The Clarion.
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Nagging questions? Look for our monthly anonymous question 
requests on The Clarion’s Instagram, @ebhs.clarion, to be featured 
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Q: Time Management Tips While Studying on a Schedule?

J: Close your eyes, breathe, open your eyes, and focus. Once you make your schedule of everything you want 

to accomplish before you take the exam, try your best to stick to it. Try to remove as many distractions as you 

can from your study space, and if you can, put your phone on silent in another room. If you get tired or start 

to lose focus, take a break, but try not to use your phone during the break because you might end up going 

down a YouTube rabbit hole. Maybe use your break time to do some meditation or a mindfulness activity, or 

anything that helps you relax and recharge. If you're at school or have gone out somewhere and find that 

there's a lull or some time to yourself, study. Make a study guide and put it on your phone or make flashcards 

and bring them with you wherever you go. Take the boring moments of nothingness and use them to your 

advantage by preparing for the exam. This isn't a one-size-fits-all method, but I hope it works for you!

C: Keep your phone away from you at all costs. Put it on airplane mode, throw it across the room (preferably 

onto a soft surface), or ask someone to hold it for you during your study session (this way they can still let you 

know if you receive any important emails or texts that can’t wait). As someone who can very easily turn five 

minutes on Instagram into an hour of mindless scrolling, I’ve also found it helpful to delete all social media 

whenever I know I’ll be heading into a week of cramming. But there are also so many apps that act a bit like a 

lockdown browser for study sessions. You can set a timer for the length of time you’re planning to study that 

prevents you from exiting until the timer is up. As far as long-term studying goes for a big AP exam or a 

midterm, every day work on a study guide that covers at least one topic on the test. That way the night before 

you’ll have a document to help with any last-minute cramming! Keep any snacks or water you might need 

next to you so you don’t wander into the kitchen, and most importantly, remember to take care of yourself. 



focus her attention on lesson plans for two to 

three classes per day instead of five or six. 

   EBHS junior Ammar Ghauri also thought 

the extra prep and study time would prove 

helpful going forward. Plus, the longer class 

periods would grant students the extra time 

they often need for a more thorough 

comprehension of material and completion of 

assignments.

     “Having the extra couple of minutes might 

be useful in some classes,” Ghauri said. 

“Sometimes I run out of time on classwork for 

assignments that can only be done in class, 

like labs.”

   Many students  felt that block scheduling 

may also alleviate lunch line panic as well. 

The stress of getting lunch and eating quickly 

left many students feeling frazzled by the end 

of the break prior to the pandemic.

“I always feel so rushed to eat, 

especially with the long lines,” sophomore 

Ellen Lee said. With a potential full return to 

________________________________________
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 “82 minutes is too long, no one can focus [for 

that amount of time]...” said junior Christiano 

Zakher. Yenesis Perez, also a junior, agreed 

with Zakher.

      “I can barely sit in class for 45 minutes and 

stay 100 percent focused,” Perez said. Staying 

attentive may prove to be a struggle for many 

other students like them. And in that case, 

what is the point of providing extra time for 

distracted students to stay in class? 

     For Ms. Chantel Hagan, a public speaking 

and English teacher at EBHS, the primary 

purpose is college preparation. “Since 

[students] are currently doing 60-65 minutes, 

the extra 15-20 minutes does not bother them, 

and it will prepare students for the 80-minute 

blocks in college,” Hagan said.

     East Brunswick prides itself on preparing 

students for higher education, so having these 

longer periods will train students to focus 

attentively in lecture-style college classrooms. 

In addition, Hagan noted  it will allow her to 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________
Ebnet.org

The blocks next year will consist of A Days, B Days, and designated homeroom periods

mailto:ebhs.clarion@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/jazB64gVXibTtk2D6
https://forms.gle/jazB64gVXibTtk2D6


but also included shunning and physical assault. 

Hateful rhetoric that stigmatizes the Asian 

community has greatly affected Asian 

businesses, most notably restaurants. Asian 

restaurant closing rates rose from 1 percent in 

March 2020 to 57 percent in mid-April, which 

many believed could have been exacerbated by 
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in-person instruction next year, the cafeteria 

will be filled with such lines again. Having an 

extra 13 minutes to settle down during lunch 

may give students just the right amount of 

time they need to both wait in line and finish 

eating.

   Full implementation of block scheduling 

with 80 minute periods will begin next year at 

the high school. Regardless of the mixed 

emotions, spending more time with friends 

and teachers next fall will be a welcome 

opportunity for everyone. If nothing else, this 

year has proven that changes are met with 

determination by the EBHS community. New 

normals require open minds, but EBHS will 

undoubtedly be ready to face them.

________________________________________

 NASSP

The longer class periods will prepare students for college.

Anti-Asian Hate:
Another COVID Crisis

by Dhihita Nishanth

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

Asian Americans have been disproportionately 

affected by hate crimes due to the virus’s 

origins. COVID-19 originated in Wuhan, China, 

where the first surge in infection rates occurred. 

Xenophobia towards Asians subsequently 

increased as the virus made its way to the U.S. in 

March 2020, and nicknames such as “China 

Virus” and “Kung-flu” soon began to spread. In 

recent months, this anti-Asian sentiment has 

only grown.

     In 2020, hate crimes against Asians spiked by 

over 150 percent in major cities such as New 

York and San Francisco, according to a report 

by the Center for the Study of Hate and 

Extremism in California. The majority of these 

cases have come in the form of verbal attacks, 

_________________________________________

Los Angeles Times
Asian restaurants have been hit particularly hard over the course 
of the pandemic
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internalized fear amongst the general public of 

Asian-owned businesses.

“This was definitely race-based, 

and yet not enough attention 

was given to it”

  Things took a turn for the worse on March 16, 

2021, when eight individuals were killed in a 

series of mass shootings at spas located in 

Atlanta, Georgia. Six of the victims were Asian 

women. The accused perpetrator denies having 

any racial motives, but the shootings 

nevertheless put Asian communities on high 

alert and prompted law enforcement officials to 

increase patrols.  

 “Spas stereotypically have more Asian workers. 

This was definitely race-based, and yet not 

enough attention was given to it,” sophomore 

Isabella Cheng, an Asian American student at 

EBHS, said.

    The hateful actions didn’t stop there. Just one 

day later, a 75-year-old Asian woman was 

attacked by a man in his 30s. The woman said 

the attack was unprovoked and that the man 

had randomly punched her, resulting in a black 

eye and an injury to the side of her face. These 

are only two of the close to 3,800 anti-Asian 

hate crimes that have been reported in the past 

year.

    Such attacks have since rejuvenated the “Stop 

Asian Hate” movement. Hundreds of 

demonstrators have held rallies nationwide to 

protest discrimination against Asians and to 

condemn the recent attacks upon the Asian 

community. 

   After numerous rallies, Asian Americans were 

finally able to make themselves heard in 

Congress. On April 22, the Senate passed an 

anti-Asian hate crimes bill aimed at combating 

anti-Asian violence. The result was 

overwhelmingly bipartisan, with a vote of 94-1.

  “This piece of legislation is definitely a step in 

______________________________________________________________________________________
CNBC

Protestors at the End the Violence Toward Asians rally in Washington Square Park this February
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the right direction,” said EBHS sophomore 

Tanishka Somani. “However, I feel that there is 

still a long way to go and much more reform 

needed in our system to really protect Asians 

from hate crimes.”

     Even with the passing of the bill, the Asian 

community continues to suffer from hate amid 

the pandemic. We can only hope that in the 

future, stronger legislation and increased 

awareness will help to reduce hate crimes across 

the country. 

_________________________________________
Sky News

The first shooting occurred at Young’s Asian Massage Parlor

The Future of 
COVID-19 
Vaccines
by Karis Mao and Olivia Woodard

Which one did you get? It’s the question of the 

hour when it comes to the COVID-19 

vaccines. However, the role each 

pharmaceutical will play going forward 

remains uncertain as the world continues to 

fight the pandemic.

     The FDA’s Emergency Use Authorization 

of Moderna, Pfizer, and Johnson & Johnson 

vaccines have led to the administration of over 

275 million vaccines in the U.S. as of May 18. 

Each of the vaccines, though different, is 

effective. In fact, according to NPR, “mixing 

and matching” two different vaccines could 

become a possibility. It is a concept known as 

heterologous vaccination, and it isn’t new. 

Heterologous prime boosts, approved to 

protect against Ebola by European regulators 

and utilized in experimental HIV vaccinations, 

essentially gives the human body two different 

pictures of what the virus looks like in order to 

fight it.

     "If you give two different types of vaccine, 

then you tend to get a better immune response 

than if you give the same vaccine twice," 

Helen Fletcher, a professor of immunology at 

London School of Hygiene and Tropical 

Medicine, told NPR. While heterologous 

vaccination may become more 

El Comercio
Researchers are questioning whether it’s safe to “mix and 
match”________________________________________
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commonplace in the future, currently, people 

are advised to get two doses of the same 

vaccine. So what is it exactly that 

differentiates one vaccine from another?

Moderna
Recommended for ages 18 years and older, 

Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine has a 94 

percent efficacy rate in preventing 

COVID-related hospitalizations. Along with 

Pfizer, Moderna is an mRNA vaccine, a new 

type of vaccine for infectious diseases. Instead 

of injecting a weak or dead cell of the virus 

into the body so it can produce antibodies to 

fight it, the mRNA vaccine provides the 

“instructions” for the production of the virus’s 

harmless spike proteins instead. Then, the 

immune system begins to create the 

antibodies. Despite a higher risk of temporary 

side effects, the vaccine can be stored at 

higher temperatures, unlike the Pfizer and J&J 

vaccines, which are kept in low temperature 

freezers. As of May 26, Moderna announced 

new clinical vaccine trials were highly 

effective in adolescents ages 12-17. They plan to 

submit the findings to the FDA for 

authorization by June.

Johnson & Johnson
The J&J vaccine requires only one dose, and has 

a 66 percent efficacy rate against moderate 

symptoms of COVID-19. It is a viral vector 

vaccine, unlike the Moderna and Pfizer mRNA 

vaccines. This means a modified version of a 

different virus, the vector, will enter cells and 

instruct the production of a spike protein from 

the virus that causes COVID-19. Then. the body 

can begin to produce antibodies against it. 

Recently, reports of severe thrombotic (blood 

clotting) events have created skepticism over 

receiving the vaccine, resulting in a pause in its 

administration. However, adults who have the 

J&J vaccine should not worry about the possible 

side effects. According to Healthline, of the 

Science News

The special freezers in which Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccines are stored in Belgium._____________________________________________________________________________________
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nearly seven million people who received the 

Johnson & Johnson vaccine, six developed 

blood clots—that prevalence is equal to 0.000088 

percent.

   “Even in the case of a potentially less effective 

vaccine, it's still better than nothing. The sheer 

possibility of having a chance to defeat a virus 

that has led to thousands of deaths should be 

weighted more than a possible headache or 

fever,” EBHS Science Olympiad member 

Allison Yang said. 

Pfizer
Similar to the Moderna vaccine, Pfizer utilizes 

messenger RNA to activate the immune 

system against the virus. It requires a shorter, 

three-week interval between doses.

     “With teenagers in general, they should be 

able to be vaccinated soon—trials haven’t 

proved to be negative. When it becomes 

available to 15 year olds, I will most definitely 

take the vaccine,” EBHS Pre-Med Club 

member Snigdha Jakka said in regards to 

Pfizer. On May 10, the FDA authorized its 

usage for children twelve and older.

 It is important to note that the best 

COVID-19 vaccine is the first one available to 

you. The CDC does not recommend one 

vaccine brand over another. In the near 

future, improving the effectiveness and safety 

of the vaccines will ultimately bring greater 

confidence in the nation’s return to normalcy 

after over a year of lockdown. 

For more information on COVID-19 vaccines: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/va

ccines/different-vaccines.html  

Soar into the Next 
Phase of the MCU 
with Falcon and the 
Winter Soldier
by Shohini Mitra

“We need new heroes. Ones suited for the 

times we’re in.” Falcon and the Winter Soldier 

took the world by storm on March 19, evident 

through its record-breaking debut on Disney+. 

The show secured its title as the 

most-watched series on the streaming 

platform with around ten million viewers in its 

opening week. Anthony Mackie and 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/different-vaccines.html


_______________________________________

Sebastian Stan, who play titular characters 

Sam Wilson and Bucky Barnes, respectively, 

displayed their perfect chemistry throughout 

the show, winning “Best Duo” in the MTV 

Movie & TV Awards. Mackie’s stellar 

performance as Wilson also won him the “Best 

Hero” award at the ceremony. 
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Isaiah Bradley’s storyline was so relevant, 

mainly because of the events of the past year,” 

said Sara Montes, an EBHS sophomore. 

Marvel paid tribute to Bradley, a Black super 

soldier who fought in American wars, by 

introducing his story to the MCU. Although 

his origin story was similar to that of Captain 

America, Bradley was grossly abused by the 

government, treated more like a test subject 

than a hero on account of his race. Marvel 

received an overwhelming amount of support 

from the Black community, especially due to  

Sam Wilson’s role in the show. “I feel it. The 

stares, the judgment, and there’s nothing I can 

do to change it. Yet, I’m still here. No super 

serum. No blonde hair or blue eyes. The only 

power I have is that I believe we can do 

better,” said Wilson.

    

 Entertainment Weekly
Sam Wilson (the Falcon), played by Anthony Mackie, dons the 
new Captain America suit in the series finale 

 Despite all the positive feedback Marvel 

received for The Falcon and the Winter Soldier, 

some argued that it simply did not give off the 

“Marvel vibe.” 

     “Don’t get me wrong, I loved the show,” 

said EBHS sophomore Advik Lall, an avid 

Marvel fan. “I just feel like the Flag Smashers’ 

motives were noble, even though their 

methods were brutal. 

 

________________________________________
   ET Canada

Anthony Mackie posing with his two MTV Awards trophies

      The six-episode extravaganza takes place 

post-Endgame, a time of chaos and 

uncertainty. With Captain America’s “trip to 

the moon,” the world is in need of a new hero 

to take up the stars and stripes. However, this 

task becomes increasingly complicated when 

Sam Wilson, also known as the Falcon, turns 

down the position and unintentionally passes 

it over to John Walker. While Walker proves to 

be an exceptional soldier, his questionable 

morality leaves him in the shadows of Steve 

Rogers. To make matters worse, Karli 

Morgenthau and her Flag Smashers’ vision for 

a new world order leaves no end of troubles 

for the beloved heroes. The action-packed 

series follows Bucky and Sam as they learn to 

adapt to the new dynamic of the world.

     Many fans were satisfied with Marvel’s 

handling of the controversy behind Captain 

America’s shield. “Marvel embodied all the  

craziness of the current world in one show. 



The Hollywood Reporter
Youn Yuh-jung excitedly accepting her Oscar as Best 
Supporting Actress for her performance in Minari________________________________________

I just didn’t know who to root for since 

Marvel films usually have a villainous bad 

guy.” However, others may argue that the 

complexity of the characters’ motivations 

added to the show’s emphasis on realistic 

storytelling.

     To many, the reemergence of beloved 

characters like Sharon Carter and Zemo was 

the most compelling part of the series.
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Social media went ballistic over Zemo’s 

famous dancing scene, causing Marvel to 

release an extended clip. 

     Although the enticing series was short, it 

paves the way for the expansion of the Marvel 

universe. 

     After the massive success of its predecessor, 

WandaVision, this series sets the stage for 

Loki, scheduled to air on June 9, 2021.

The 93rd Academy Awards was held under 

rather peculiar circumstances. Most films this 

year, delayed by the pandemic, bypassed silver 

screen releases for streaming services. It was 

an anomaly in Hollywood—for the first time 

ever, films that never hit theaters at all were 

nominated for awards. Nevertheless, the night 

was groundbreaking for many actors, 

actresses, and the film industry at large.

     The highs of the night included a diverse 

pool of winners, in both gender and race. 

Amongst the nominees were two female and 

two Asian directors, six Black and three Asian 

actors, and seventy women nominated for a 

total of 76 Academy Awards. Most notable 

were Chloé Zhao, the first woman of color and 

second woman ever to win Best Director for 

Nomadland, and Youn Yuh-jung, the first 

Korean actor to take home Best Supporting 

Actress for her performance in Minari. 

by Julie  Kim

THE 93RD ACADEMY AWARDS: 

A RECAP

      Laurie Joo, a sophomore at EBHS, said, 

“It’s good to finally see somewhat fair 

representation in the entertainment industry. 

It’s not perfect, but it’s progress.”

     Despite attempts at inclusivity and equality 

in recent years from the Academy, the 

viewership of the Academy Awards has been 

dropping annually. The drop is in trend with 

other award shows during the pandemic, 

which immensely altered the nature of 

celebrity gatherings.

     Karis Mao, a sophomore at EBHS, said, 



“Particularly for this year, awards like the 

Oscars, where films and actors are the 

highlights of the night, were not the first 

choice program to watch when you turn on 

the TV. I think this is mostly because many 

movies went straight to streaming platforms, 

making it harder for movies to become 

popular and create a buzz.” Despite decreased 

viewership, this year’s Oscars made history 

with a  unique night that few will forget. 
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Bangkok Post
(Left to right): Peter Spears, Frances McDormand, Chloé Zhao 
and Mollye Asher after their Best Picture win for Nomadland________________________________________

Singer-songwriter Billie Eilish recently 

released her new single, "Your Power," part of 

her upcoming album "Happier Than Ever." So 

far, the song already has over 73 million 

streams on Spotify. 

     Numerous listeners, including those at 

EBHS, had an excellent response to Eilish's 

new song. "It is another incredible song Billie 

wrote," said junior Jess Hansen. "It makes me 

sad," she said, referring to the emotional 

lyrics, which discuss the nature of coercion, 

control, and abuse from an older male—a 

shared experience, unfortunately, for many 

young women like Eilish.

     "The lyrics are the type to listen to and 

then think and talk about," said junior Eilam 

Ben-Zvi. "It's a bit of a step back from all the 

beats and sound effects that's used in a lot of 

modern music, which is neither good nor 

bad," he added. "But again, something to 

by Julie  Kim

think about why she chose to make it like this."

     Sophomore Jenna Kozodoy had a similar 

reaction to Ben-Zvi. "This song was also likely 

written about her own personal experience, 

and I really like how vulnerable she got with 

that,” Kozodoy said. “This song was sung over 

an acoustic guitar riff, which is a bit different 

from most of her other music, and I think that 

contributes to the emotion and vulnerability of 

the song. I really, really like this song, and I 

think it discusses a really important issue, and 

hopefully, this song can inspire change.”

     Overall, it seems that the students at EBHS 

have reached the consensus that Billie 

Insider
Billie Eilish in the music video for her new song “Your Power” 
being wrapped up by a snake________________________________________

 

Billie Eilish  
Does it Again



The NBA season is wrapping up, and the 

playoffs are upon us. Different from past 

seasons, the association has introduced a 

play-in tournament this year. With all the 

injuries, COVID cases, and new players, 

anybody has a chance to come and take the 

Larry O'Brien trophy.

     The play-in tournament was a brand new 

format to decide who would be the seventh 

and eighth seeds in each conference. The 

seventh and eighth seeds battled to determine 

who will be the seventh seed. As that 

occurred, the ninth and tenth seeds had a 

win-or-go-home game to play the loser of 

seventh versus eighth. These matchups 

happened for both conferences to ultimately 

determine who made the playoffs and who did 

Eilish’s new song is a success. It reveals a more 

vulnerable side to her, and listeners are 

brought on an emotional journey through the 
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The 2021 NBA 
Playoffs

lyrics. It is safe to say that excitement and 

anticipation are growing for Billie to release 

her new album.

by Raul Martinez and Steven Chase

ESPN
Kawhi Leonard (left) of the LA Clippers and Luka Doncic (right) 
of the Dallas Mavericks________________________________________

not.

  At the conclusion of the play-in tournament, 

the real playoffs immediately began. The 

favorites in the Eastern Conference are the 

Brooklyn Nets, Philadelphia 76ers, and 

Milwaukee Bucks, though some sleeper teams 

such as the NY Knicks and Miami Heat are 

looking to make a statement. As for the West, 

the first-seeded Utah Jazz is the favorite. 

However, this year, the West has been so 

competitive with other strong teams that the 

defending champions, the LA Lakers, could be 

a part of the play-in round.

     This season was one of the most difficult 

for everyone in the NBA. With a short season, 

the playoffs are wide open for some major 

upsets. 

Instagram:
@ebhs.clarion
Email:
ebhs.clarion@gmail.com
Microsoft Teams:
nmsnhxj

If you would like your club to be 
included in the calendar of The 
Weekly by The Clarion, fill out this 
form! 

mailto:ebhs.clarion@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/jazB64gVXibTtk2D6
https://forms.gle/jazB64gVXibTtk2D6

